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c7ne Word became ffesh 
and lived for a while 
amona usf~And we have 
seen Ms glory... 
.. Who Was 
With the brevity which characterizes 
the Apostles' Creed, the accounts of 
Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38 are 
beautifully summarized by the two 
phrases which concern Christ's birth, 
namely, "who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit" and was "born of the Virgin 
Mary." The central place of these words 
in the creed reminds us that these affir-
mations pertain to more of the Christian 
faith than just the thrilling Christmas 
story. 
T 
f he M '  iracle of Christ's Deity 
In saying he "was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit," one is immediately con-
fronted with the aspect of the miracu-
lous in Christ's birth. Many are offended 
by these stories as being too mythical in 
nature. The Scripture, however, pre-
sents them as fulfilled prophecy (Mat-
thew 1) and historical fact (Luke 1). We 
are mystified by these stories simply 
because they cannot be explained in 
terms of common human experience. 
But if the "virgin birth" of Christ offends 
us, then we will have trouble with 
Christ's entire life, for it is a story filled 
with miracles from beginning to end. 
The resurrection in particular will be a 
problem, for people rising from the dead 
< f 
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are as rare a commodity as "virgin 
births"! 
When I was a student in a class taught 
by Dr. C. N. Hostetter Jr., he made a 
statement about miracles that I have not 
forgotten: "When people have problems 
with miracles, it is not because miracles 
are unbelievable. The problem is that 
they have an inadequate view of God." 
This seems to pertain to the difficulty 
some have concerning the "virgin birth." 
In asking, "could not God have redeem-
ed the world by some other means?" 
they doubt the wisdom of God. When 
they object to the idea that the Son of 
God was, for a time, a dependent child, 
they are concerned that God appears so 
weak. But Jesus told Paul his "strength 
was made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 
12:9). When they object to God being in 
the womb of a woman, they are rejecting 
his omnipresence. If God is present 
everywhere, why can he not be in a 
woman's womb? When we understand 
the omniscience, the omnipotence, and 
the omnipresence of God, then the "vir-
gin birth" is as believable as any other 
biblical miracle. People, therefore, who 
reject the "virgin birth" do so generally 
because they don't accept the deity of 
Christ. 
/ h e C ' he ompleteness of Christ's Humanity 
There are those, however, who have 
the opposite problem. They can readily 
confess his deity but have trouble identi-
fying with his full humanity. Thus, we 
need to ponder the significance of the 
words "born of the Virgin Mary." By 
becoming human flesh Jesus sanctified 
the totality of human experience from 
the cradle to the grave. In him, as the 
"second Adam," God could again de-
clare of the created order that "it is very 
good!" 
There are sincere Christians who have 
failed to grasp this point. As a conse-
quence they live more like the Greeks 
(who felt the human body was evil and 
life was an unwelcomed burden) than 
they do as Christians. Life is a gift of 
God and should be filled with purpose at 
every stage of development. That is why 
Christians oppose abortion, suicide, and 
the so-called "mercy killings." We be-
lieve that Jesus gives dignity and mean-
ing to those born with birth defects. He 
gives a reason for living to those for 
whom life has turned sour. He has pur-
pose in life for those facing a terminal 
illness or the debilitating effects of old 
age. 
I saw this in a new way two years ago 
this very week, when Dr. Carlton O. 
Wittlinger gave us that stirring chapel 
message just minutes before a heart 
attack claimed his life. Those who knew 
him well know that his life saw more 
than the common lot of troubles. Yet 
out of these trials came conviction and 
character that demonstrated a growing 
faith in his Lord. He was to us a living 
testimony that Jesus Christ gives dignity 
and meaning to life, so that, in spite of 
problems, we can thank God for the gift 
of life. 
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T / h e G [ he od-Man and the Atonement 
It is when wejoin these two facts—his 
deity ("conceived by the Holy Spirit") 
and his humanity ("born of the Virgin 
Mary")—that we reach the most mean-
ingful truths of God's revelation. We 
confess that Jesus was unique, because 
he was both God and man, perfectly 
joined in one harmonious person. This 
miracle of his unique birth was the 
necessary preparation for his work of 
redemption at the cross. 
We call Christ's work at the cross 
"atonement." It means reconciliation 
(at-one-ment), the restoration of unity 
and fellowship between two parties who 
have been at odds with each other. The 
reason Christ could bring God and man 
together at the cross was because God 
and man had already come together in 
his own person. Already at his birth 
Christ initiated the work of salvation 
that was carried on through his entire 
ministry and climaxed at the cross. Only 
then could he say, "It is finished." 
This is why Christianity cannot dis-
miss the "virgin birth" as an outdated 
myth. As a general rule, those who have 
renounced the "virgin birth" have also 
had problems understanding the redemp-
tion of the cross. For if one fails to see 
how God and man were united in his 
birth, he will likely miss their reconcilia-
tion in his death. Thus the doctrine of 
the virgin birth is vital, since its link to 
redemption touches the very heart of the 
faith. "You shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people f rom their sins." 
/ h i V ! he irgin Birth and the New Birth 
In preparation for a Christmas mes-
sage some years ago, I was impressed 
with the similarities between the stories 
of Mary and Nicodemus. Both were 
puzzled about questions of birth. They 
asked, "How can these things be?" Both 
received a similar answer: "By the Holy 
Spirit." It was then that I realized how 
the miracle of Christ's birth is linked to 
our new birth. Just as Jesus was con-
ceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit which 
overshadowed her, so also Christ is 
formed in our hearts by the work of the 
regenerating Holy Spirit (John 3:5, 6; 
Titus 3:5). 
It has been my general observation 
that those who abandon the doctrine of 
the "virgin birth" generally lose also the 
concept of the new birth. That doesn't 
mean they stop talking about conver-
sions. They still have room in their 
thinking for psychological conversions, 
sociological conversions, and even reli-
gious conversions. But these are all 
human conversions, apart f rom any 
miraculous activity of the Spirit of God. 
In my seminary days at Asbury a 
church dignitary shared in the ministers' 
conference. Since he was addressing an 
evangelical audience he felt he should 
say something about the new birth. The 
way he explained it, every new expe-
rience in life was a new birth. If one took 
a new job, became married, or had a 
baby, it was a "new birth." The longer he 
talked, the more convinced I was that he 
didn't know the biblical meaning of the 
new birth. Nicodemus did not need a 
new lease on life through some change 
of circumstances; he needed "life" f rom 
above which only the Holy Spirit could 
bring. 
We might as well face it—when the 
Bible talks about the new birth it is de-
scribing a miracle of God-given life. It is 
the miracle of God in man through the 
Holy Spirit. As such, it is patterned after 
the miracle of Christ's birth, for Christ's 
incarnation was the first illustration of 
God dwelling in human flesh. "Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
his name shall be called Emmanuel 
(which means, God with us)" (Matthew 
1:23). "God with us." This is more than 
the language of Christmas; it is the tes-
timony of every born-again soul! 
Those who first adored the Christ 
child did so even though they didn't per-
ceive the full significance of his birth. 
How much more ought we to worship 
him, since we understand more fully the 
meaning of his conception by the Holy 
Spirit and his birth by the Virgin Mary! 
Luke Keefer, Jr., is an assistant professor 
of Bible and religion at Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA. The article was adapted 
from a chapel message given this fall as part 
of a series on the Apostles' Creed. 
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by Alice Dourte 
T > ove within the Body of Christ in 
many parts of the world can grow as we 
learn more about each other. Christmas 
is an important time for the church and 
a good opportunity to think about the 
"ties that bind." While Brethren in 
Christ in North America are commemo-
rating Christ's birth, our brothers and 
sisters in Latin America, Africa, Lon-
don and Asia are also celebrating Christ-
mas in unique ways. 
Nicaragua 
Having a predominant ly Roman 
Catholic heritage, most Nicaraguans are 
accustomed to special festivities at 
Christmas. For Nicaraguan Catholics, 
the main celebration of the season is 
"Purisima" (commemorating the sup-
posed holy conception of Mary by her 
mother), a nine-day event with fiestas, 
pinatas, treats for guests and decora-
tions held in early December. 
Evangelicals focus their celebrations 
close to Christmas Day. Churches are 
decorated immediately before the spe-
cial service (decorations are left hanging 
until they fall!). Plays, songs, and poems 
are part of the special service. In the 
spirit of sharing and compassion, some 
churches have a "Navidad Blanca" 
(White Christmas). Members bring food 
and household items wrapped in white 
to be given to needy families. 
Christmas Eve is a night of feasting 
and celebrating. Those who can afford 
to do so, make or buy stuffed chicken 
(with potatoes, rice, tomatoes, peppers, 
onions, olives and raisins) served with 
rice and salad. Families eat about mid-
night and exchange gifts (lower-income 
families rarely do) that night. Pinatas 
with a fiesta are often given in churches, 
at work and in neighborhoods as a 
Christmas celebration. 
Zambia 
For the church in Zambia, Christmas 
celebrations culminate on Christmas 
Day. Most local churches meet Christ-
mas morning. Much of the service is 
filled with congregational singing and a 
variety of groups presenting special 
music, a Nativity play by Sunday school 
children and a sermon by the pastor or 
guest speaker (the length of the service 
depends on how many music groups 
participate—never known ahead of 
time). Christmas Day services often 
include the lighting of the Advent wreath 
and accompanying scripture reading. 
In some churches salt is given to each 
adult in at tendance (salt is hard to come 
by in Zambia). Children receive a piece 
of candy. 
Christmas feasts follow the service in 
many churches. In rural areas women 
cook "insima" (corn meal porridge) and 
chicken for everyone, followed by tea 
and biscuits. In urban areas, families 
might bring a covered dish to the church 
for the meal. 
Zimbabwe 
For the church in Zimbabwe, Christ-
mas is a joyous time of celebration and 
feasting, second only to weddings in its 
joyful exuberance. A feeling of open-
ness, of freedom, pervades every activity. 
Brethren in Christ churches in Zim-
babwe generally meet for a service on 
Christmas morning. Ndebele choruses 
and translated carols are sung; the 
Nativity is often presented in a play. As 
in Zambia, sometimes a cup of salt will 
be given by the church to worshippers as 
they leave the service. 
In villages, towns and cities, families 
gather for fellowship and meals of spe-
cial food: meat (beef, goat, mutton, 
etc.), "sample" (a dried split corn dish), 
rice, bread with butter, and special tea. 
Family members who live and work 
away f rom their villages return home to 
their families for Christmas feasting. 
Everyone dresses in his/her best cloth-
ing. As people meet, the Christmas 
greeting, "Khisimusi!" is exchanged. 
Gif ts are exchanged within family 
groups—a new item of clothing is often 
given. 
Throughout the Christmas celebra-
tions, persons move freely f rom one 
home to the next—visiting, feasting and 
celebrating. 
London 
Members of the Brethren in Christ 
International Fellowship (UK) in Lon-
don have known Christmas in Africa 
traditionally as a time of rejoicing and 
celebrating the birth of Christ. Africans 
in the International Fellowship have 
been living in London for several years 
and have adopted English Christmas 
traditions as well. The result is a blend-
ing of customs at Christmastime. 
As in Zimbabwe, all homes are open 
to visitors—no appointments necessary— 
at Christmas. Families and friends visit, 
new friends are made, everyone enjoys 
speaking in his/her own African lan-
guage and the special dish, "sample," is 
eaten. 
For the expatriates in London, Christ-
mas is also celebrated with English tra-
ditions: mince pies to eat and tea to 
drink in great quantities, Christmas car-
oling and exchanging gifts on Christmas 
Day. 
India 
In India Christians express their joy 
together. On Christmas you find Chris-
tians throughout India going to church. 
First, there is a Christmas Eve candle-
lighting service followed by a night of 
preparation for the coming week—the 
church and individual homes are deco-
rated, traditional foods are baked and 
cooked . Dur ing the week between 
Christmas and New Year's Day streams 
of visitors and friends come to call and 
carolers roam their neighborhoods. The 
week concludes with a New Year's Eve 
watch night service which often includes 
communion. On New Year's Day the 
church meets again to welcome the New 
Year. 
In North Bihar the time between 
Christmas and New Year's Day is spent 
touring villages, meeting new Christians 
in their homes and making an evangelis-
tic thrust. Many different teams walk 
f rom village to village. Whole villages 
come out to listen at any time of day or 
night—the time is not a factor. The tour 
concludes with a watch night service and 
the New Year's meetings. Weary but 
joyful Christians return to their villages, 
next page, please 
The Inter-Mennonite Scene 
Federation plan shelved in search 
for more inclusive structure 
Moderators and secretaries of four 
denominations have laid aside a pro-
posal for an inter-Mennonite federation 
in favor of discussions concerning the 
formation of a more inclusive structure, 
possibly a North American chapter of 
Mennonite World Conference. 
Although there was unanimous agree-
ment concerning the need for a common 
witness to other Christian denomina-
tions and to government, at least two 
representatives to the Council of Mod-
erators and Secretaries meeting earlier 
this year expressed doubts that the fed-
eration proposal would gain acceptance 
in their denominations. 
"The Brethren in Christ already co-
operate with Mennonite groups in Men-
nonite Central Committee, Mennonite 
Mutual Aid, and Africa Inter-Mennonite 
Mission," noted Arthur Climenhaga, 
General Conference secretary, in point-
ing out a few of many inter-Mennonite 
agencies in which the Brethren in Christ 
share. "Unless the agenda and participa-
tion in another superstructure were suf-
International 
Christmas... 
knowing they have grown in the Lord 
and have used this time of feasting and 
joy to tell the good news to many others. 
Japan 
By the time Thanksgiving has passed, 
many stores and shops in Japan are 
already decorated for Christmas with 
traditional American decorations. Even 
traditional American office parties are 
copied in many business firms. But all of 
these activities signify nothing more 
than commercialization of another oc-
casion for shopping and selling goods. 
In Japan Christmas Day is not a legal 
hol iday. While winter vacat ion for 
school children begins around Christ-
mas, adults who work in companies are 
not free. (The real holiday for Japanese 
is New Year's Day—a time for vacation, 
special traditional foods and prayers 
offered in Buddhist temples for New 
Year blessings.) 
Brethren in Christ in Japan celebrate 
Christ's birth in services and programs 
ficiently broad and encompassing, in-
volvement by Brethren in Christ church-
es would probably not be approved." 
Henry Dick, moderator of the Men-
nonite Brethren General Conference, 
voiced similar reservations on behalf of 
his group. Both Climenhaga and Dick 
were responding to a "Proposal for an 
Inter-Mennonite Federation," originally 
conceived nearly two years ago by Ross 
Bender, current moderator of the Men-
nonite Church. 
After more than three hours of debate 
regarding the type of organization which 
could provide a strong, unified witness 
yet still be acceptable to a wide spectrum 
of Mennonite groups, denominational 
representatives of the above three groups 
plus the General Conference Mennonite 
Church gravitated to two alternative 
models for inter-Mennonite coopera-
tion. 
Their preference, outlined by Dick, 
was a North American chapter of Men-
nonite World Conference, a congress in 
which the broad range of Mennonite 
on the Sunday prior to Christmas. In the 
Tokyo area, for example, special Christ-
mas music is sung and the congregation 
enjoys the fellowship of a carry-in meal. 
During a recent Christmas, the youth 
group at the Shimonoseki church in 
Yamaguchi ken presented a special pro-
gram for elementary and junior high 
school students. The youth group pre-
sented the gospel to over 100 children 
and their parents. 
After attending a special Sunday after-
noon Christmas service, Mrs. Kaneko, a 
member of the Yamanoto church in 
Yamaguchi wrote, "Christmas was a 
time when not only I, but the church as a 
whole, was made to think again of the 
meaning of C h r i s t m a s . . . I pray that as 
we face this year each of us will respond 
to the needs around us, that we will be 
used as witnesses (of God's grace) and 
that at each Christmas we will show 
much growth." • 
By Alice Dourte, with contributions from 
Cara Musser, Janet Kipe, Donald Vundla, 
Lloyd Movo, Leoda Buckwalter, Miriam 
Bowers and Marlin Zook. 
groups on the continent could plan for 
fellowship and relate jointly to other 
denominations as well as governments, 
both at home and overseas. The strength 
in such a model, according to Dick, 
would lie in its ability to utilize an 
already extant organization, complete 
with a large number of participating 
Mennonite groups. Dick and Marvin 
Hein, Mennonite World Conference 
vice president (North America) were 
asked to investigate and firm up such a 
proposal for discussion at the Council's 
next meeting. 
The group's second preference, first 
advanced by Climenhaga, was the crea-
tion of a North American Association of 
Anabaptist Churches (N AAAC), a body 
which might serve as the voice of a 
number of denominations, not necessar-
ily all of which would be strictly 
Mennonite. 
"There is a need for a larger church 
movement which will articulate neither 
right-wing fundamentalism nor left-wing 
humanism," said Myron Augsburger, 
modera to r - e l ec t of the M e n n o n i t e 
Church. "If N A A A C were to happen, it 
is conceivable that a number of non-
Mennonite church groups which have 
sympathies with Anabaptist theology 
might join. Who knows what might 
happen in 20 years?" 
Climenhaga and Augsburger agreed 
to work on the N A A A C idea further in 
the coming year. 
In other business, further considera-
tion was given to the sponsorship of 
regional Bible conferences on an inter-
Mennonite basis at various locations 
across North America. After the Coun-
cil had given much of its 1980 meeting 
time to discussing the viability of a con-
tinental conference, denominational sec-
retaries scuttled the idea in favor of 
regional conferences at their meeting in 
December of last year. 
However, moderators and secretaries 
refused to give up on the idea of a North 
American conference, and 1985 was 
seen as a good year in which to attempt 
an inter-Mennonite conference on the 
themes of faith and evangelism, with a 
format similar to that of Probe '72. 
October 21-23, 1982, was set as the 
date for a "Consultation on Inter-Menno-
nite Agencies" to be held in Chicago, 111. 
The purpose of such a consultation will 
be to achieve a greater measure of clarity 
regarding the mandate and future pro-
jections of nearly two dozen inter-Menno-
nite organizations. • 
Larry Cornies, for Meetinghouse. 
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Assembly considers 
Christian response to 
nuclear arms race 
"It's not appropriate to play games 
with nuclear weapons. You don't play 
politics with the annihilation of life on 
the planet." Dr. Helen Caldicott, key-
note speaker at the M C C U.S. Peace 
Section assembly, "The Christian Faith 
and the Nuclear Arms Race," began her 
address with her concern for present 
world attitudes. 
The assembly, held Nov. 20-21 in 
Quakertown, PA, drew over 250 partic-
ipants f rom as far away as Colorado, 
California, and Canada. 
Risks and consequences 
Caldicott's address on Saturday night 
echoed and expanded that given by Don 
Kraybill, Elizabethtown, PA, on Friday 
evening. Calling the nuclear arms build-
up "fear without war—a shadow over 
hope," Kraybill presented the urgency of 
the problem, the probability of nuclear 
war occurring, and the projected effects 
of such a war on his home area, Lancas-
ter County, PA. 
Caldicott, an Australian physician 
now living in Massachusetts, called the 
world "a terminal ly ill p lanet" and 
showered her listeners with statistics to 
show the causes of the illness, such as: a 
hydrogen bomb is a "20 million ton 
package of energy"; America alone has 
"There is absolutely no hope of 
changing the attitude of the super-
powers toward nuclear prepared-
ness. ... Let us relinquish the 
fantasy of saving the ship and give 
ourselves to preparing people for 
eternal life." —Herman Reitz 
30-35 thousand hydrogen bombs and 
plans to build 20 thousand more in the 
next ten years; the whole world spends 
$600 billion per year on the arms race. 
Caldicott suggested there is a 50-50 
chance of nuclear war occurring by 
1986. "We are practicing nuclear suicide 
if we do nothing," she said. To "cure" the 
world's nuclear illness, every person 
must "get really frightened and do some-
thing." One way of responding is to edu-
cate others. "It's not that American peo-
ple don't care," she said. "It's that they 
don't know." She suggested two other 
responses: to speak out personally a-
gainst nuclear weapons and to mobilize 
local communities to support a nuclear 
freeze. 
Caldicott showed the film, "The Last 
Epidemic." Produced by Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, of which she is 
president, the film presented the medical 
consequences of nuclear war. A hypo-
thetical nuclear attack on San Francisco 
became horrifyingly real for viewers 
through word description punctuated 
by pictures of nuclear tests and the 
aftermath of the bombing of Hiroshima. 
Possible responses 
An address by Ron Sider on Friday 
night and three presentations on Satur-
day brought biblical perspectives on the 
nuclear arms race into focus. Sider, 
f rom Philadelphia, PA, prophesied that 
"we'll survive another 100 years of hun-
ger and poverty but not another 25 years 
of the nuclear arms race" and em-
phasized that the way of the cross is 
God's way to overcome evil. He pointed 
to the hope of the resurrection—the res-
tora t ion of creat ion—as a "realistic 
modeling of the 'shalom of the king-
dom.' " 
The Saturday presentations explored 
possible response to the threat of nuclear 
war. Herman Reitz, Harrisonburg, VA, 
advocated the " sepa ra t ion" stance; 
Frank Epp, Waterloo, ONT, the "politi-
cal influence" stance; and Peter and 
M a r y S p r u n g e r - F r o e s e , C o l o r a d o 
Springs, CO, the "resistance" stance. 
Epp suggested that "it is largely the 
nature and quality of Christian faith in 
American that has produced the present 
militarism and readiness to deploy nu-
clear arms." He called the church to task 
for shifting the meaning of separation of 
church and state so that "the state has 
become sovereign, even over the sphere 
of faith." Epp challenged the church to 
rediscover the wholeness of Christian 
truth and action in responding to the 
state. 
Although Reitz based his thesis on 
some of the very same scripture passages 
as Epp, he interpreted them in a differ-
ent light. He called his thesis "the Titanic 
model": the earth, like the Titanic, is 
doomed, and the role of the Christian 
church is not to save the Titanic, but the 
people on it. "The gospel of peace," he 
said, "(is) peace with God rather than an 
international condition. The ultimate 
goal is to see each individual redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb rather than 
delivered f r o m the fear of a tomic 
annihilation." 
Peter and Mary Sprunger-Froese 
called their resistance stance "hope-build-
ing." Mary told stories of experiences in 
providing caring ministries in their inten-
tional community, in participating in 
"Upon acting on hope, our cynicism 
melts. I contend that the cross-bear-
ing way leads to resurrection, here 
and now The challenge of global 
suicide challenges the very core 
of our spiritual nature. The great-
est power nuclear weapons have is 
the power to kill us spiritually." 
—Peter Sprunger-Froese 
nuclear protests, and in serving a prison 
term for protesting. Peter's statements 
of faith melded with these stories: "If 
other loyalties call for an allegiance that 
conflicts with God, we must challenge 
that, even if we suffer for it; the way of 
love is the way of sacrifice, risk, and 
hope." 
Statement of concern 
Jim Longacre, Peace Section chair-
man, brought a statement of concern to 
the group for possible adoption. Al-
though the document was criticized for 
not being specific enough, the group 
adopted the statement after a paragraph 
on the war tax issue was added. 
While the assembly may have raised 
more questions than answers regarding 
theological stance and manner of re-
sponse, it certainly served as a conscious-
ness-raising experience for the partici-
pants. 
Copies of the statement of concern 
are available f rom MCC, 21 S. 12th St., 
Akron, PA 17501. • 
Virginia Glass Schlabach for Meetinghouse. 
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Congressional 
Commission calls 
for creation of 
U.S. Peace Academy 
A major bi-partisan congregational 
commission has called for the creation 
of a U.S. Academy of Peace, to be 
funded by Federal appropriations and 
private donations. 
The nine-member commission was 
appointed by President J immy Carter in 
1979 on the basis of a resolution of the 
97th Congress to study proposals for a 
National Academy of Peace and Con-
flict Resolution. On October 20, after a 
year and a half of study and public hear-
ings, the commission presented its report 
to President Reagan in a special White 
House ceremony. Present at the cere-
mony, in addition to the nine members of 
the commission, were two congressmen, 
Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon and 
Senator Jennings Randolph of West 
Virginia. 
Following the ceremony, Dr. George 
W. Hill, chairman of the National Peace 
Academy Campaign, chaired a congres-
sional reception marking the presenta-
tion of the report. He quoted Lt. Gen. 
Andrew J. Goodpaster, US Army (Retir-
ed), former superintendent of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, as say-
ing: "I have long felt that carefully 
organized study and support of the pro-
cesses that strengthen world peace can 
be of broad and lasting value." Good-
paster noted that "during my years of 
service with President Eisenhower, his 
concern for peace based on justice and 
freedom stood high among his official 
and personal priorities. The initiative on 
behalf of a peace academy dedicated to 
such goals is a worthy contribution to 
the deeper understanding of these com-
plex issues that we all need." 
The commission recommended the 
establishment of the Peace Academy to 
serve as a national research, resource, 
and training center in the field of conflict 
resolution and third-party mediation 
techniques. • 
From an Evangelical Press Association 
release. 
No major groups oppose draft registration? 
Dr. Warren W. Hoover, Executive 
Director of the National Interreligious 
Service Board for Conscientious Objec-
tors, has repudiated the contention of 
Selective Service Di rec tor Genera l 
Thomas K. Turnage that no major 
groups oppose draf t registration and 
reiterated the opposition of the NISBCO 
Board of Directors to the program. 
"NISBCO, a coalition of fifty reli-
gious bodies concerned about the rights 
of conscientious objectors, first stated its 
opposition to compulsory registration 
in 1978," stated Hoover, "We repeated 
that opposition in testimony before Con-
gress in March, 1979, and wrote to Pres-
ident Carter in December of that year 
urging him not to reinstate registration. 
In that letter we warned that if registra-
tion was reinstated 'many thousands of 
our young people would conscientiously 
refuse to put their name on file for a 
future war.' That , indeed, seems to have 
happened." 
Hoover's comments came in response 
to an article on the f ront page of the 
November 3 Washington Post which 
reported that almost one-fourth of those 
turning 18 this year have failed to regis-
ter, bringing the number of nonregis-
trants since July, 1980 to a total of 
800,000. Even so, Turnage was quoted 
as saying, "We know of no significant 
m a j o r o rgan iza t ion tha t is against 
registration." 
"General Turnage should be inform-
ed," Hoover stated, "that many major 
organizations oppose draft registration. 
Among those groups that have gone on 
record against draft registration are: 
The National Council of Churches, The 
191st General Assembly of The United 
Presbyter ian Church-USA, General 
Synod 12 of The United Church of 
Christ (1979 by vote), The Mennonite 
Central Committee, The Church of the 
Brethren, The Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion, The Jewish Peace Fellowship, Pax 
Christi-USA (the U.S. Catholic peace 
organization), and the American Friends 
Service Committee, to name just a few. 
This sampling of major religious organ-
izations that are opposed to draft regis-
tration is an indication of the height and 
breadth of opposition to the registration 
requirement. The revelation that the 
Selective Service System is not aware of 
the positions of these organizations is a 
disturbing sign that the current adminis-
tration has a lot to learn about public 
opposition to draft registration and con-
scription." • 
Why the Ni 
church gro 
From its founding as a mission in 
1965, the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Nicaragua has grown to over 500 mem-
bers in 25 congregations and preaching 
points. Indeed, Nicaragua has the fastest 
rate of church growth of any Brethren in 
Christ mission to date. In studying the 
data and interviewing persons in service 
in Nicaragua, seven factors emerge as 
significant contributors to this tremen-
dous church growth. 
-L Emphasis on church planting. 
Missionaries in Nicaragua have been 
committed to establishing national con-
gregations. Within two years of begin-
ning the mission, there were three preach-
ing appointments with congregations in 
each. The missionaries all seemed singu-
lar in their purpose to establish the local 
body of believers—it was not uncom-
mon for them to have six services in as 
many different locations per week. This 
concept of the church as the body of 
believers was underscored by relating 
church membership closely with bap-
tism. 
Goal setting definitely became a part 
of church planting by the time of Bert 
Sider's leadership: 
"Presently we are working with a 
base of five established churches (con-
gregations having self r u l e ) . . . . We 
envision these churches reaching out, 
evangelizing their own communities 
as well as neighboring a r e a s . . . . As 
we look at the anticipated growth 
chart, we see a "snowballing" effect— 
the more developed churches, the 
more works that can be opened" 
(1976 Brethren in Christ Missions 
Yearbook). 
The concept of this "snowballing" effect 
was reported in the 1978 Missions Year-
book: "The first congregations—Esqui-
pulas, Arroyo, and Shick—have become 
sending bases for establishing congrega-
tions at Ticuantepe, Santo Domingo, 
Nidiri and Monte Horeb." 
9 
Z_J Development of national lead-
ers. Basic to developing leadership was 
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the spirit of openness and identity mis-
sionaries cultivated with people among 
whom they lived. As Walter Kelly said 
in an interview: "We did not allow the 
difference in lifestyle to become a barrier 
between us." It was out of this spirit of 
acceptance that leadership emerged. 
Two prominent leaders were already 
identified with the church during the 
first years of the mission—Miguel Jara 
is now president of the church and 
Antonio Moreno serves as treasurer. 
The missionaries saw themselves as 
church planters who would quickly turn 
the congregations over to national lead-
ers. In fact, as time passed the missionar-
ies increasingly saw the nationals as the 
ones who planted the church as well. 
Presently all church planting ministries 
are started by nationals. 
Early attempts were made at leader-
ship training but the overworked mis-
sions personnel were unable to care for 
this. It was not until Eugene and Ruth 
Madeira went to Nicaragua in 1980 that 
someone was charged fulltime with the 
responsibility of developing a leadership 
training program to uniquely fit the 
needs of the Nicaraguan church. 
3 Building a national church. 
From the early years of Walter Kelly's 
ministry, there was a movement toward 
establishing a national organization of 
Brethren in Christ in Nicaragua, devel-
oping a constitution and having it regis-
tered with the government. It was out of 
this spirit that the church was ready to 
choose its own leaders. The develop-
ment of the national church was fur-
thered by limited support for church 
building projects f rom the mission, with 
Nicaraguan participation in the projects 
and assuming full responsibility for 
maintenance. 
4 Homogeneous unit principle. 
The Brethren in Christ have worked 
mostly among the lower class, although, 
as people come to Christ, there has been 
significant cultural lift through a great 
desire to pursue education and better 
the lot of their families. However, those 
who have done this continue their iden-
tification with those who are poorer 
than themselves. Thus, bridges are main-
tained to the masses. 
5, Flexibility in church life. The 
mission has taken the position that con-
cepts are transferable but that there is 
flexibility in applying them in another 
culture. An illustration of this is that the 
Nicaraguan church resolved the ques-
tion of divorce before the church in 
North America. 
Leaders f rom other churches are ac-
cepted with guidelines which provide for 
eventual differences in the future. Thus, 
when one such leader and a portion of 
his congregation left the Brethren in 
Christ, there was much less difficulty 
than would have been anticipated. 
As expected in a country where 92% 
are Roman Catholic, many of the per-
sons who come to the Brethren in Christ 
are nominally Roman Catholic. There 
are several illustrations of the continu-
ing respect the bodies have for each 
other: Executive Minister Enrique Pala-
cios has preached in a Roman Catholic 
church; Roman Catholic lay leaders in 
Huap i visit the Brethren in Christ 
church frequently. 
6 Holistic ministry. The Brethren 
in Christ and other Anabaptist groups 
have been particularly interested in so-
cial ministries in this needy country, as 
evidenced by the medical clinics which 
have been established. This holistic em-
phasis has given integrity to the mission 
and has certainly not hindered Brethren 
in Christ Church growth. 
The national leadership is continuing 
and expanding social ministries. Pres-
ently the church, through its leaders or 
cooperatively, has launched four agri-
cultural projects supporting approximate-
ly 100 families and a bread baking and 
distributing cooperative supporting 30 
families. A shoe cooperative is begin-
ning which will support 40 families. 
7, Social change induces recep-
tivity. A study of active members in the 
Brethren in Christ Church and compar-
able groups in Nicaragua shows signifi-
cant increase in growth in the years 
preceding, during and immediately fol-
lowing the war. Interviews affirm that 
this growth is at least partially attributed 
to people turning to the Lord during 
times of stress. 
The Future 
Both positive and negative factors 
exist which will influence the growth of 
the church in Nicaragua. However, we 
believe that the kind of growth expe-
rienced during the last ten years will 
continue. It appears evident that the 
growth of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Nicaragua has not happened by 
chance—clearly the Lord has blessed 
the pursuit of church growth principles 
among a responsive people. • 
Adapted from a paper prepared for the 
School of World Mission at Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary. The author is Secretary of 
Overseas Ministries for Brethren in Christ 
Missions. 
Providing leadership for the growing Nicaraguan church are Executive Minister 
Enrique Palacios, with his wife, Teresa, and President Miguel Jara, with his wife Leyla. 
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Church 
Allegheny Conference 
Sunday, Nov. 15, the Air Hill congregation 
observed their 100th anniversary. The Choraleers 
ministered to the congregation during the Sunday 
school hour. Avery Zooktold of Air Hill's first 100 
years. • The Colyer congregation held evangelistic 
services Oct. 25-Nov. 1. Rev. Barton Starr was the 
evangelist. 
A Harvest Home service was held by the Dills-
burg congregation on Sunday, Nov. 15. Roy Sider 
was the speaker in the morning service and repre-
sentatives f rom "New Life for Children" were 
guests in the evening service. • The Five Forks 
congregation held a Missionary Day on Sunday. 
Nov. 8. Missionaries present were: Charles and 
Cara Musser and Miriam Bowers. 
The Beaver Creek Quartet were the special 
music for the Montgomery congregation Home-
coming. Rev. John Hawbaker served as the guest 
speaker for a series of Deeper Life meetings Nov. 
1-8. 
Atlantic Conference 
The musical, The Witness, was given by the 
Bethany Fellowship of Shiremanstown to the 
Cross Roads congregation on Sunday evening, 
Nov. 15. • The Missionary Conference was held 
on Sunday, Nov. 15, by the Manor congregation. 
Glenn Schwartz shared. 
Winnie Swalm shared with the Souderton con-
gregation in a BCE meeting on Monday, Oct. 26. 
Canadian Conference 
Karen Stickley showed slides and shared about 
her M C C work in Germany to the Heise Hill 
congregation. • All children up to age 12 are 
encouraged to memorize Scripture by the Massey 
Place congregation. The children recite their verses 
to the pastor, Doug Sider, or his secretary. 
More than 60 people are committed to one of 
the small groups being conducted by the New Life 
congregation. 
Central Conference 
Revival services were held by the Bethel (Mer-
rill) congregation on Oct. 26-Nov. 4. Rev. Earl 
Lehman was the evangelist. • The Bethel Com-
munity congregation held a Thanksgiving Potluck 
Dinner Program on Friday evening, Nov. 20. The 
film, "Tough Men," was shown. 
Dr. Henry Ginder was the guest speaker for 
"Five Nights to Grow By," held by the Fairview 
Church. • The Frank Martin family shared with 
the Mooretown congregation on Sunday, Nov. 8. 
The Martins are with the Southwest Indian 
School in Arizona. 
Midwest Conference 
A Harvest Meeting was held by the Bethany 
congregation on Sunday evening, Nov. 15. Aftera 
carry-in supper, a time of sharing praise and tes-
timonies was held with an offering for missions 
being taken. 
Pacific Conference 
The staff and children of The Little People Pre-
school presented a special Thanksgiving Program 
to the Alta Loma congregation on Sunday eve-
ning, Nov. 22. • Nine persons were baptized in the 
Upland Church on Sunday evening, Nov. 15. A 
Deacon's Reception was held for seven persons 
received into the church the following Sunday. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Benedict: Erin Rachel, Nov. 10; Marlin and 
Nancy Benedict, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Bert: Philip John, Nov. 9; Nathan and Cathy 
Bert, New York, NY. 
Brush: Layton Philip, Nov. 11; Philip and 
Denise Brush, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Campbell: Aaron Russell, Nov. 20; Jeffrey and 
Stacey Campbell, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa. 
Chestnut: Sara Noelle, Nov. 16; Alan and 
Kathy Chestnut, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Cromwell: Leslie Ann, Nov. 13; Charles and 
Donna Cromwell, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Culp: Brandon Lee, Nov. 16; Jack and Anita 
Culp, Skyline View congregation. Pa. 
Enders: Michelle Dawn, Nov. 5; Joel and Lori 
Enders, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Fryberger: Kevin Scott, Nov. 11; Lewis Sr. and 
Judy Fryberger, Refton congregation. Pa. 
Heisey: Jeremy Dale, Oct. 21; Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Heisey, Colyer congregation, Pa. 
Homsher: Diana Louise, Nov. 7; Larry and 
Heidi Homsher, Refton congregation. Pa. 
Lehman: Jonathan Christian, Nov. 21; Nathan 
and Judy Lehman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Whitney Anne, Nov. 4; Todd and 
Marian Lehman, Manor congregation, PA. 
Miller: Brian Joseph, Oct. 11; Richard and 
Suzanne Miller, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Robby Dean, Oct. 11; Bobby and 
Treasa Miller, Bethel (Merrill) congregation. Mi. 
Myers: Meredith Deanne, Oct. 30; Gordon 
and Cherie Myers, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Rossman: Kendra Lee, Oct. 21; Douglas and 
Lee Ann(Stoner) Rossman, Colyer congregation, 
Pa. 
Ruth: David Andrew, Nov. 7; Jeffrey and 
Esther Ruth, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Seibert: Matthew Eugene, Nov. 1; John and 
Betty Seibert, Paramount congregation, Pa. 
Smetzer: Daniel Patrick, Oct. 24; Alan and 
Judy Smetzer, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Smith: Brandon Mark, Nov. 22; Charles and 
Debbie Smith. Manor congregation. Pa. 
Smith: Jeremy Brian, Oct. 16; Dave and Con-
nie Smith, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Sounders: Karen Sue, Nov. 13; John and Mar-
sha Sounders, Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Spece: Gabrial Curtis, Oct. 16; Greg and Judy 
Spece, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Brubaker-Zeigler: LuAnn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen Zeigler, Willow Street, Pa., and 
Donald, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brubaker, 
Strasburg, Pa., Nov. 14, in the Refton Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur Brubaker 
officiating. 
Cober-Ruegg: Lenore, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lome Ruegg, Stevensville, Ont., and Philip, 
son of Mrs. Audrey Cober and the late Peter 
Cober, Kitchener, Ont., June 27, in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ross Nigh 
and Rev. John Zuck officiating. 
Cruikshank-Johnston: Jayne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Steinbrenner and Ronald, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cruikshank, Sept. 19, in 
"Iron Curtain" Service 
A s peop le a r r ived a t the C e d a r G r o v e Bre th r en in Chr i s t C h u r c h S u n d a y even ing , Oc t . 11, 
t hey were su rp r i sed t o see a pol ice ca r in the p a r k i n g lot. C a u t i o u s l y they a p p r o a c h e d the 
c h u r c h , on ly t o f ind the i r p a s t o r h a n d c u f f e d a n d several o the r s b o u n d in rope . S u d d e n l y the i r 
Bibles were s n a t c h e d f r o m t h e m a n d they were to ld t o leave. N o m o r e c h u r c h services w o u l d be 
held in this c o u n t r y because c o m m u n i s t s h a d t a k e n over t h e Uni t ed Sta tes . 
W h e n the p e o p l e r e t u r n e d t o the i r cars , t hey were m e t by "subvers ives" w h o to ld t h e m to 
quiet ly sneak t o the c h u r c h b a s e m e n t w h e r e they w o u l d ho ld a n I r o n C u r t a i n Service. 
T h e service was d imly lit wi th candles . All s inging a n d d e v o t i o n s were d o n e f r o m m e m o r y . 
L a t e r , t h e g r o u p b o u n d wi th r o p e s j o i n e d the rest t o h e a r t h e gues t s p e a k e r , D o n a l d V u n d l a , a 
g r a d u a t e of C h o m a Bible Ins t i tu te , Z a m b i a , w h o is a second yea r s t u d e n t a t Mess i ah College. 
At t h e close of t h e service, Bibles were r e t u r n e d t o the peop le , w h o h a d a g l impse i n to w h a t it 
m igh t be like t o live in a c o u n t r y w h e r e f r e e d o m of w o r s h i p is n o t en joyed . 
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The men had a mind to work 
Responding to a challenge by Bishop John Byers, the Atlantic Conference 
Material Aid and Service Committee set the week of Oct. 11 for a shingling project 
for the Brethren in Christ Church in Orlando, Florida. Seven men f rom Pennsylva-
nia and two f rom Virginia joined six f rom the Florida churches in the project. 
The first long day found shovels, hammers, and bars used to tear off the old 
shingles and make necessary roof repairs. The weather was perfect on Tuesday and 
Wednesday for putting on the felt paper and 78 squares of shingles (despite weather 
earlier of over 90°). The ladies of the congregation, along with Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Nye, saw that the hungry men were well fed. Thanks goes to all who 
participated in the work and shared the camaraderie experienced in Christ. 
The Bible says every Christian possesses one or more spiritual gifts. Although 
they differ, each contributes to the work of the Lord. Alone our work is of little 
worth; together we are the "salt of the earth." 
—Raymond Hess, Committee chairman 
the Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John Day officiating. 
Daley-Martin: Judy Lynn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Aaron Martin, and Garry Wayne, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daley, both of Greencastle, 
Pa., Sept. 27, in the Montgomery Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Eberly-McLean: Diane, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Reginald McLean, and Robert, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alfred Eberly, July 18, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Day 
officiating. 
Ellison-Winger: Florence Winger and Elwood 
Ellison, Feb. 14, in the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Walter Winger officiat-
ing. 
Gleim-Kuhns: Susan L., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Kuhns, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., and 
Ricky, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gleim, New-
ville, Pa., Oct. 31, in the Montgomery Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Lome G. Lichty offici-
ating. 
Hannigan-Day: Susan, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. John Day and Pat, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Hannigan, Aug. 14, in the Niagara Christian Col-
lege Chapel with Rev. Gord Gooderham and 
father of the bride officiating. 
Hawkins-Hess: Dawn Moris Hess, and Dale 
Hawkins, both of Lebanon, Pa., Oct. 17, in the 
Chiques Church of the Brethren with Rev. J. 
Becker Ginder and Rev. J. Earl Musser offici-
ating. 
Martin-Provenceal: Kathy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Stan Provenceal and Gates, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Emile Martin, Oct. 17, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Walter Win-
ger and Rev. Robert Rolston officiating. 
Royer-Light: Cindy, daughter of Mrs. Lucy 
Light and the late Carl Light, Souderton, Pa., and 
Joel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Royer. Telford, 
Pa., Oct. 17, in the Silverdale Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Omer King officiating. 
Saylor-Rising: Alethea, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oral Rising, and Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Saylor, Oct. 10, in the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John Day officiating. 
Shissler-Carrigan: Judy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wayne Carrigan, and Robert, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Shissler Sr., both of Willow 
Street, Pa., Sept. 19, in the Refton Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur Brubaker 
officiating. 
Stoner-Miyaki: Nobuko Miyaki, and Robert, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stoner, East Berlin, 
Pa., Aug. 28, in the Morning Hour Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Stoner and Rev. 
Doris Hartman officiating. 
Swartz-Zook: Wendy Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Doran Zook Sr., and Gary Kenneth, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth I. Swartz, Nov. 7, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Talbot-Marr: Tammy, daughter of Robert 
Marr and Audrey Winger, and Terry, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gord Talbot, Aug. 1, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Walter Win-
ger officiating. 
Varga-Rising: Cheryl, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oral Rising, and James, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Imre Varga, Oct. 10, in the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Day officiating. 
Wurster-Seymour: Carolyn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Seymour, and Alan, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilfred Wurster, Oct. 17, in the Sherk-
ston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John 
Day officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hawkins: Mrs. Leona Hawkins, born July 3, 
1898, died July 21, 1981. She was married to 
Samuel Hawkins who survives. Rev. Wilbur 
Benner conducted the funeral service in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in the 
Ridgeway Memorial Cemetery. 
Ressler: Mrs. Maude E. Ressler, New Provi-
dence, Pa., born June 13, 1904, died Aug. 14, 1981. 
She was married to Landis Ressler who survives. 
Also surviving are a daughter: Mrs. Dorothy 
Sider: Rev. Christian H. Sider, Wellandport, 
Ontario, born Jan. 12, 1898, died Oct. 6, 1981. He 
was the son of Christian and Anna (Dick) Sider. In 
1925 he was married to Cora Saylor. who survives. 
Also surviving are three sons and one daughter: 
Harold, Neale, Ronald, and Lois Jean. He was a 
member of the Wainfleet congregation, where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. W. Edward 
Rickman. Bishop Emeritus E. J. Swalm, Rev. Roy 
V. Sider, and Dr. E. Morris Sider. Interment was 
in the Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Tributes to Christian Sider 
Musician, family man, nature lover are words 
which aptly describe Rev. Christian (Chrissie) 
Sider. Very widely known across the brotherhood, 
those who had the privilege of his fellowship held 
Brother Sider in high respect. No task was too 
small, no field of service too insignificant for our 
brother. 
In preparation for a life of Christian ministry, 
he spent several years in the academy and Bible 
school at Messiah College. He then served in pas-
torates at Iron Springs, Pennsylvania; Colling-
wood, Ontario; and Orlando, Florida. One of his 
major contributions to the church was music. He 
taught music at Niagara Christian College, was a 
Charles; three sons: John, Kenneth, and Donald; 
eleven grandchildren; and a sister. She was pre-
ceded in death by a son, Glenn. She was a member 
of the Refton Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. John 
Arthur Brubaker. Interment was in the Strasburg 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Richendollar: George W. Richendollar Sr., Or-
lando, Fl., born April 7, 1893 in Ironton, Oh., died 
Aug. 17, 1981. He was the son of Lewis and Char-
lotte White Richendollar. He was married to Ora 
Miller who survives. Also surviving are five sons: 
French, Lester, George, Jr., Thomas, and Philip; 
two daughters: Evelyn Carlton and Margaret 
Fryberger; 24 grandchildren; and 27 great-grand-
children. A daughter, Enid Storts, preceded him in 
death. Interment was in the Chapel Hills Ceme-
tery, Orlando. 
Wise: Mrs. Helen H. Wise, Lititz, Pa., born 
Oct. 9. 1906, died Oct. 23, 1981. She was the 
daughter of Isaac N. and Emma Martin Hershey. 
She was married to Elmer S. Wise who survives. 
Also surviving are a son, Glenn H.; a daughter, 
Mrs. Nadine Glasgow; six grandchildren; and two 
sisters. Rev. William Wagner officiated at the fu-
neral service. Interment was in the Conestoga 
Memorial Park. 
part of the original Wainfleet Gospel Four, organ-
ized and directed the "Singing Men," and con-
ducted numerous singing classes. 
The church has been enriched by his selfless and 
willing service. We pay tribute to our brother who 
honored Christ as Lord. 
Harvey Sider, 
Bishop, Canadian Conference 
For the Board of Bishops 
Following is pari of a letter received from the 
daughter of a former pastor: 
When I moved to Wainfleet six years ago, Uncle 
Chris and Aunt Cora invited us to their home, 
where we had a good meal, heard lots of interest-
ing stories, and saw the fascinating cactus plants. 
Most of my teenage years were spent at the Wain-
fleet church, and I'm sure that the things I saw in 
Uncle Chris' life really influenced me. I will always 
respect and love him for his enthusiasm for learn-
ing about things around him, his deep commit-
ment to God, a playful way of making serious 
points, and his openness and interest in people of 
all ages. Sometimes I like to think that if my 
Grandpa Kreider had lived long enough for me to 
get to know him. he would have been like Uncle 
Chrissy in a lot of ways. 
Nancy Peterman 
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Grades 4 and 5 children at their activity 
center working on wall plaques. 
All children 
learn best when 
they are 
actively involved 
in learning experiences 
As a parent, have you ever said or at 
least thought, "I don't send my children 
to Sunday school to play. I send them to 
learn the Bible." 
Well, I suppose if we could say for 
sure just how children learn anything, 
including biblical concepts, we would 
know how to structure all learning situa-
tions. We do know that children have 
various methods of learning, and we 
know that we need to use several of these 
methods if optimum learning is to result 
for all children. One general principle 
that most educators will agree on is that 
all children learn best when they are 
actively involved in learning experiences. 
Several weeks ago on Sunday I had 
the exciting opportunity of being part of 
just such a learning experience. I was a 
guest at the Houghton (Ontario) Breth-
ren in Christ Sunday School. 
Shortly after breakfast (we had stayed 
at the pastor's home overnight), the pas-
tor's wife excused herself saying, "I'm 
responsible to help with Sunday School 
so I must go there early." Fact number 
one: an activity program at Sunday 
school requires work, preparation and 
teachers who arrive well ahead of the 
pupils. 
When I arrived at Sunday school I 
made myself scarce on the piano bench 
and waited to see just what would 
happen in this program. Let me share 
with you what I saw. 
Children follow routines for offering and 
attendance. 
Children began arriving early and 
immediately were greeted by several 
adults. The children know their routines 
well, and proceeded to hang up their 
coats. They signed their names on an 
attendance sheet and put their offering 
in the container provided. Immediately 
they went to their activity areas where 
materials were ready. Another teacher 
was waiting there to interact with them 
as they worked. 
The thirty or more children in the 
department were divided by grade lev-
els: grades two and three, grades four 
and five, and grades six and seven, each 
at a separate area. The grades two and 
three children were finishing a fall 
mural. The grades four and five children 
were working on wall plaques and 
grades six and seven students were mak-
ing puppets. All of these activities were 
directly related to lessons the children 
had studied on previous Sundays. As 
other children arrived they joined their 
friends already hard at work. 
At 10:20 the children put away their 
work and joined together on a rug and 
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Children share together in Bible lesson. 
Younger children are on the rug and 
older children are on chairs at the back. 
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What interesting, unique, or excit ing things are happening in the 
Christian education programs of your congregation? Do you have a 
creative idea to share for special family times, a ministry to the 
elderly or shut-ins, children's musical programs, Sunday school 
projects, youth activities, etc.? Are there people in your congrega-
t ion who deserve recognit ion for their contr ibut ion to Christian 
education? 
If you know of something which could be shared with the denom-
ination in the Board of Christian Education pages of the Visitor 
(usually pages 12 and 13), send your ideas, with a few details, to the 
page editor, Mrs. Harriet Bicksler, 1803 Mulberry St., Harrisburg, PA 
17104. Your idea may inspire others to try something new too. 
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chairs around the piano. Together we 
sang, shared announcements and enjoy-
ed each other as we worshipped together. 
When we finished singing and sharing, I 
had the opportunity of sharing the Bible 
lesson with the children. It was indeed a 
Sunday morning experience I wouldn't 
have wanted to miss! 
As I reflect back on that Sunday 
school, I wonder what were some of the 
ways in which the program was different 
f rom a traditional Sunday school pro-
gram. Let me suggest a few things I 
observed that may have made it differ-
ent. 
• The children were very interested in 
being there. This was evident by their 
early arrival and interest in the pre-
session activities. 
• T h e t eacher and chi ldren had 
ample time to interact prior to the actual 
teaching time. Conversation around the 
tables included the events of the week as 
well as discussions of values and princi-
ples. 
• Only one adult needed to prepare 
the lesson each week. The teachers took 
turns on a rotational basis teaching the 
lesson and leading the singing. 
• Children of several age groups shar-
ed in the worship and lesson experience. 
The younger children learn f rom the 
ideas and experiences of the older chil-
dren during the discussion of the Bible 
story. 
• All children had the opportunity to 
use a variety of materials in an active 
response to the concepts they shared 
throughout the series of lessons. 
I wonder if both the teachers and 
children in your Sunday school might 
welcome a change in program and struc-
ture? Why not consider learning cen-
ters? The teachers' manuals of the Foun-
dation Series for Children have many 
excellent ideas for suitable centers in 
such a program. If your Sunday school 
needs assistance in organizing this type 
of program, Mrs. Winnie Swalm, our 
Brethren in Christ Director of Christian 
Education, is available to help you. 
You'll be surprised at how exciting 
Sunday school can really be for your 
teachers and children! • 
Mary Fretz and her husband Lester attend 
the Wainfleet, Ontario congregation. Mary 
is a member of the denominational Board of 
Christian Education. 
A teenager takes the time to hear about 
the week's events. 
Readers Respond 
To be considered for publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
Helping the needy . . . 
We noted with interest the article in 
the Oct. 25 issue concerning the martyr-
dom of the Mennonite missionary 
brother John Troyer and the wounding 
of a companion missionary in Guate-
mala in September. 
His wife Marie and five young chil-
dren, including a set of twins not quite 
six months old, are now making their 
home in an apartment in Seymour, Mis-
souri. This is only a temporary arrange-
ment, and plans are to build a house for 
the family. If anyone would like to help 
with this family's needs, the cost of build-
ing a house and their general support, a 
love offering is being lifted on their 
behalf. 
Donations should be sent to the dea-
con of the Ozark Mennonite Church 
where the family attends: Joe A. Miller, 
Route 2, Box 172-A, Seymour, MO 
65746. 
Melvin and Donnabelle Richtsmeier 
Des Moines, IA 
. . . and others . . . 
Let me take this opportunity to say 
Amen to your editorial "Take My Silver 
and My Gold" (Oct. 25). Why so many 
of our Brethren in Christ, who are few in 
number, feel they should be generous 
supporters of programs that are pro-
moted by denominations which have 
memberships running in the millions, is 
hard for me to accept, in light of our 
own most worthy programs of missions, 
extension, Christian education, benevo-
lence and relief outreach. 
Elam O. Dohner 
Rockwood, TN 
More than required . . . 
This morning we received the new 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor, "Invited 
to Praise" (Nov. 10). It certainly is an 
attractive issue. 
Many years ago we took out a life-
time subscription for the Visitor. We are 
thankful that our subscription is cared 
for. However, we both feel constrained 
to send a gift of appreciation. Please find 
enclosed a check for the paper. 
Henry and Martha Ginder 
Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
Why is he wobbly? 
I assume Joetta Schlabach's article, 
"A Giant with Wobbly Legs" (Oct. 25) is 
an expression of a hunger concern. I 
have great respect for MCC's program 
of ministry to the hungry, so I am not 
being critical of them. 
But the article seems to partake of an 
all too common attitude among many 
who would do something about this and 
other wrongs in the world. Stated simply, 
it is the feeling of having made a signifi-
cant move against an evil or a wrong by 
attacking something in an opposite posi-
tion: something is done about crime by 
attacking the police force. The poor are 
helped by criticizing the rich. Picking at 
the big somehow helps the small. And so 
on. 
If world hunger and starvation is the 
concern, "North America's Food Sys-
tem" is an asset. At the time of the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Independence, 
19 of 20 workers were required to feed 
the inhabitants. Now fewer than one out 
of 20 do it. In fact we have come so far in 
our ability to produce what the hungry 
need that this year's harvest is so bounti-
ful and prices so low that some farmers 
are threatened with bankruptcy. 
We may have nostalgic feelings about 
the small "backyard" farm, but if feed-
ing the world's hungry is what we should 
do, the "wobbly giant" is what we need. 
Can each of us have a backyard farm, 
and could we support much more than 
just ourselves? 
The author had a further complaint 
about the use of energy to package and 
transport food in our country. Despite 
some excesses, such is a result of success-
ful food production. Statistics are given 
saying that "if all the world were to 
adopt an American-style food system, 
the amount of commercial energy cur-
rently used worldwide for agriculture 
would rise from under five percent to 
sixty percent!" I have before me a pic-
ture from another magazine of a market 
in Poland with totally empty shelves. 
What meaning is there to the criticism 
when there is nothing to package and 
transport? One may as well criticize us 
for having too many combines while 
third world countries have none. 
Soil erosion may be a concern, but 
fifty years after the great dust bowl 
experience of the 1930's in the Midwest 
some corrective measures have been 
taken, and in 1981 we have produced 
too much to be economically feasible for 
the farmer himself. Whether or not that 
creates its own problems, it should be 
good news for a hungry world. The 
giant's legs may be wobbly, but mostly 




Thankful for heritage . . . 
Our pastor has been conducting sev-
eral classes on the subject "On Being 
Brethren in Christ," and I'd just like to 
let it be known that I'm glad that I am! 
Growing up in the Brethren in Christ 
Church has been a great blessing to me. 
Being involved in the church since I was 
a child, marrying within the church and 
now bringing up our children here, all 
combine into what I consider a very 
important part of my Christian life. 
One area of the church which means 
so much to us has been our Christian 
friends. I suppose the reason we have 
such a wide range of friends is because of 
the many different activities we have 
been involved in and attended. It seems 
no matter where we go or how far we go 
whether it be to workshops, committees, 
board meetings, camp meetings, family 
camps, or even general conferences, we 
meet someone we know or else someone 
who knows someone we know, or to 
whom we are related. The more involve-
ments we have the more people we meet. 
In making new acquaintances, it is 
nice to be able to say "Do you know 
such and such a missionary?" "Well, 
that's my relative!" "My brother was in 
VS there." "That's where my sister goes 
to church," or "that was my home 
church." In going to Messiah Village to 
visit, just mentioning my grandparent's 
names makes conversation easy. 
Not only am I thankful for my Chris-
tian heritage—but that it was estab-
lished and remains in the Brethren in 
Christ Church! 
Marlene Knepper Lebo 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
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News from 
Messiah Village 
Robert Fry has been appointed as 
assistant administrator for Messiah Vil-
lage. He joins the staff having served for 
11 years at Messiah College in such 
capacities as estate consultant, assistant 
soccer coach, and most recently as direc-
tor of planned giving. 
At Messiah Village he will fill the 
roles of director of personnel, controller, 
as well as assistant administrator of the 
Retirement Center, which now has ap-
proximately 300 residents. 
Bob is married to Joyce (Knepper) 
and lives in Grantham with their two 
sons, Lance and Ryan. They attend the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 
church in Mechanicsburg, PA where 
Robert and Joyce serve as youth advi-
sors in Bible study, and Robert as a 
Sunday school teacher and member of 
the finance committee of the building 
program of the church. 
Both graduated from Messiah Col-
lege and spent two years at Niagara 
Christian College in Fort Erie, Ontario. 
There they served as teachers, coaches, 
houseparents, and Joyce as cook. They 
returned to join the staff of Messiah 
College in 1971. 
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EDITORIAL 
Certainties 
The December 10 issue of the Visitor outlined one of the many problems 
engulfing our society, chemical dependency (which includes excessive use 
of prescription drugs), and mentioned another, violence in the home. The 
editorial, "Probabilities," posed the question: how many people associated 
with the Brethren in Christ Church are caught in such circumstances? The 
conclusion (without benefit of a formal survey) was that in all probability, 
one could find quite a few. 
Painful though it may be to raise the question, I find no value in ignoring 
the issue, or denying that numbers of families within our congregations 
find themselves involved to some degree in such destructive behavior. 
Denial is one of the first hurdles an alcoholic must conquer before he or she 
can make any further progress. Similarly, denial of such problems, should 
they in fact exist within the fellowship, certainly will limit an effective 
ministry to these hurting persons. 
The Apostle Paul, however, was not one to deny the presence of sinful 
and destructive practices, whether he saw them in the larger society of his 
day or in the church. For example, he confronted the church at Corinth 
with the fact that one of their members was involved in sexual immorality 
"of a kind," he noted, "that does not even occur among pagans" (I Cor. 5:1, 
NIV). A bit later, he admonishes the believers, 
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters 
nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God. (6:9-10) 
Those are tough words, particularly when you recall Jesus' teaching that 
the desire is equivalent to the act. These words were perhaps difficult for 
people to accept in Paul's day; their pertinence is certainly contested in 
some circles today. 
How glad I am, however, that Paul did not stop with his word of 
judgment. Knowing that some of the believers in Corinth had lived like 
this, he hastens to acknowledge a crucial tranformation in their lives. "But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (v. 11). 
The good news is that regardless of how tangled and twisted our lives 
have become, we can find forgiveness and transformation in the One whose 
birth we celebrate today. "I have come," Jesus said, "to seek and to save 
those who are lost." In his incarnation, Jesus identified with our weak-
nesses and our temptations. And in his death and resurrection, he has made 
it possible for his followers to experience new life, to be filled with his 
Spirit, and to day by day live for his glory. 
Recently, a Brethren in Christ pastor shared about his life before becom-
ing a Christian. Heavily into the drugs and alcohol scene, he said he was 
searching for some purpose to life. He found a measure of camaraderie 
with his drinking buddy and with the kids who shared their dope with him, 
but did not find lasting satisfaction. Judgmental attitudes toward his habits 
and lifestyle would not have spoken to his deepest needs. He reports that 
what brought him to the Savior and then into the ministry was a persistent 
(though low-key) witness to God's goodness and love, coupled with a 
fellowship of believers that was prepared to accept him as a new believer 
and support him as he grew in the Lord. 
After the manner of Paul, we have every reason to speak forthrightly 
about the evils plaguing our society. We need to point out the dangers of 
alcohol and drug use. We need to label as sinful the neglect and physical 
abuse of children and the battering of spouses or the elderly—to mention 
only a few of our legitimate concerns. 
But let us always keep in focus this greater certainty—the reality of 
forgiveness and transformation to be found in Jesus Christ the Lord. May 
this certainty fill our lives, our homes and our witness in the coming year. 





The Messiah College Board of Trus-
tees named Dr. D. Ray Hostetter to 
another three-year term as president at 
their recent meeting. Hostetter is com-
pleting his 18th year as Messiah's chief 
executive. 
According to Paul Beers, columnist 
for the Patriot-News, Hostetter's tenure 
is the longest of any college or university 
president in the Central Pennsylvania 
area. 
Hostetter's service at Messiah actu-
ally totals 25 years, three years in athlet-
ics and history, and four years in college 
development before taking on his pres-
ent responsibilities as president. 
In his report to the trustees, Hostetter 




The July 25 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor had a full page of information 
relating to the 1982 General Conference 
at Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, 
California. You may wish to refer to it 
for details on housing, camping, meals, 
registration fee, and child care. 
However, for the benefit of budget 
committees and others who need a 
working figure of the costs for one per-
son attending the Conference, the fol-
lowing information is given. In the 
package plan (minimum of five nights 
housing and 15 meals), the total for five 
days is S80, and the total for six days is 
$96. A registration fee of $ 15 will need to 
be added for all who are 18 or older. 
A special four-page insert will appear 
in the February 10 issue of the Evangeli-
cal Visitor, with full information and 
financial basis, having once again closed 
its books in the black for the year ending 
June 30, 1981. With the current year's 
budget also showing a projected bal-
ance, the board approved a revision 
increasing the budget to over $11 mil-
lion, an increase of 17 percent over last 
year. 
According to Hostetter, the total situa-
tion at Messiah is on the upbeat, with 
more than 1400 students enrolled this 
fall, an increase of over 100 students. 
The college plans to limit the size of 
the freshman class to 450 students for 
the next five years or so. The freshman 
enrollment this fall was 434 students. 
In his report on new facilities, Hostet-
ter stated that the large Fry Residence 
Hall is now in use, and that the extensive 
facilities of the Climenhaga Fine Arts 
Center are enhancing the music and art 
programs at the college. 
registration forms for the 1982 General 
Conference. 
All pastors in the Allegheny and 
Atlantic Conferences have received infor-
mation on blocks of seats being held on 
World Airways, roundtrip Baltimore/ 
Los Angeles, before and after General 
Conference. They have also received full 
information on a chartered bus (or 
buses, depending on response) to and 
from Conference. 
People living in these conferences 
who have not yet seen this information 
(two full pages) posted on their church 
bulletin boards, and who are interested 
in traveling by air or chartered bus, 
should ask their pastors for this infor-
mation. 
Registration at Conference will be on 
Friday, July 2, 6-9 p.m., and Saturday, 
July 3, 8-12 noon. The Conference will 
open on Saturday, July 3, at 1 p.m., and 
is scheduled to conclude on Thursday, 
July 8, at noon. 
For more information contact the 
Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, 
Grantham, PA 17027; Phone (717) 
766-2621. 
With anticipated further growth in 
enrollment, the trustees unanimously 
authorized going ahead with plans to 
construct a major addition to the Lottie 
M. Nelson Dining Room. They also 
authorized the administration to pro-
ceed with plans for the construction of 
another traditional student residence to 
accommodate an additional 200-250 stu-
dents by the fall of 1983. 
A total of 1130 students are now 
being housed at the Grantham Campus 
and 68 at the Philadelphia Campus. 
Both campuses have the largest enroll-
ment ever. 
Since the Smith Hall of Music was 
razed because all of its functions were 
moved to the fine arts center, the board 
took action to name the 24-unit towne-
house apartment complex constructed 
in 1979 the S.R. Smith Residence Hall. 
Smith was the first president of Messiah 
College, serving from 1909 to 1916. 
The Messiah board re-elected its four 
officers: Chairman, Dwight E. Bert, 
Upland, California; Assistant Chairman, 
Galen M. Oakes, Massillon, Ohio; Secre-
tary, Mark S. Hess, Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania; and Assistant Secretary, Emer-
son C. Frey, Millersville, Pennsylvania. 
Work Day 
More than 40 Messiah College stu-
dents participated in a work day on Oct. 
24 to raise money toward the purchase 
price of the Paxton Street Home in Har-
risburg, PA. The students on the first 
floor of Sollenberger Residence organ-
ized a Halloween Haunted House, with 
all the proceeds going toward the Home. 
Ten students spent the day working at 
the Home itself. The total raised was 
$700. 
Post-Season Sports 
The soccer team had an outstanding 
13-1-1 season and will participate in the 
NCCAA post-season playoffs. The field 
hockey team also had a very good sea-
son, 10-3-2, and advanced to post-sea-
son play but was eliminated in the first 
game. 
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